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Hong ot the Aged. 

Fast full the evening shadows 

Upon my. waning life ^ 
Vim (trows the falling t "light, 

Soon ceases earthly strife. 
Long dajrs I here have wandered. 

Long sleepless nights I've spent, 
With hopes and cheering prospects 

To reach a napuv end. 
Though often I've been weary, 

And longed for quiet rent ; 
I did not dare to idle 

While duties round me pressed. 
I'm weary now and longing 

To be where Jesus is, 
To change this life of sorrow 

For one of eiidless^ilisa. 
Scon shall the Savior call me 

T i lay this burden down ; 
It then he's found me faithful 
I shall obtain the crown. 

"-Herald ,.f Truth. 

Patience Inculcated. 

Written by Polycarp, a disciple of St. 

John and burned at the ttake after 

being a Christian SU ytart. 

I exhort yon all, to yield obedi- 
ence to the word of righteous- 
ness, and to exercise al! patience, 
each aB*ye have seen before your 
eyes, not only in tbe case of the 
blessed, Ignatius, and ZosimDe, 
ami fctufus, inir. also in others 
among yourselves, and in Paul 
himself, and ' the rest of the 
apostles. This do in the assur- 
ance that all these have not run 
in vain, but in faith and right- 
eonsuees, and that they are 
(now) in their due place in tbe 
presence of the Lord, with whom 
alto they suffered. For they 
loved not this present world, but 
biro who died for ua, and lor our 
sakes was raised again by God 
from tbe dead. 
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Home Again. 
On Thursday, Dec. 20,1888, 
we bade good by to our family 
and started lor Ohio. Without 
any special incidents, only such 
as the ordinary traveler meets 
with. We arrived safely at 
Ankeuytown, Knox Co., at noon 
on Saturday, Dec. 22ud. Wtnt 
to the house of brother Joseph 
Leedy 'b, where we met our aged 
brother 8. A. Leedy, of Cedar 
Co., Mo,, by wupse earnest soli- 
citations more specially we were 
there. We were glad to meet 
this (food old veteran, but sorry 
that his affliction (cancer) was 
making greater inroad into hie 
vitals. We refer to hie fleshly 
vitals, for spiritually tbe old 
brother seems to grow stronger 
as he nears bis end on earth. 

Same evening we, commenced 
meeting in the Bchool house at 
Ankeuytown. Had a good at- 
tendance. On Sunday morning 
Dec. 23, the Brethren's substan- 
tial church house was opened for 
us, at which place we continued 
with past 'accord' every evening 
till New Year's evening. On 
Saturday. Dec, 39, the editor of 
tbe Evangelist put in his ap- 
pearance, and became a member 
of our audience till Sunday even- 
ing. We ielt much cheered by 
bis presence and assistance* The 
little undeserved puff he gave us 
iu the next number of the Evan- 
gelist, indicated to our mind that 
he enjoyed our preaching, but 
editors will blow yon know, and 
we say let them do so as long as 
God ia honored by it, We are 
earnest and zealous in our 
preaching, if we ourself, that 


God may be honored and men 
made better. No other motive 
would be pure. On Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday, Jan. 2, 8, 
and 4th, we visited with the 
brethren at North Liberty, six 
miles from Ankeuytown. En- 
joyed onr visit very much. Who 
would not, with such kind hearted 
brethren as we found at North' 
Liberty? On Saturday evening 
we returned to Ankeuytown to 
till appoii troents over Sunday, 
We preached our farewell ser- 
mon on Buuday evening, Jan. 6. 
Some may not have enjoyed our 
services, but we feel conscious 
that we did right, and are will- 
ing to have the matter referred 
to the decision of tbe great and 
impartial judge who will judge 
the quick and the dead at the 
great judgment day. We believe 
in a Christianity that seeks to 
serve rafher than to destroy. 
Dirl we not, we should have never 
changed our church relation. 
W.e thank all for undeserved 
kindness, 

Ou Monday morning, Jan. 7, 
we bade farewell to brethren and 
friends at Ankenytown, and 
started in company] with Elder S. 
A. Leedy for Hancock County. 
The parting between Bro. Leedy 
aud relatives was very solemn. 
At this place our old brother was 
raised from boyhood. Every- 
body seemed to feel that this was 
the taet time that he would be 
permitted to gaze upon the borne 
of hie childhood, as well as the 
last greet iogjon earth with many 
near and dear by tbe ties of na- 
ture aud also of Christian fellow- 
ship. Don't worry brother, it 
will be better by and by. "We 
shall greet them at'horoe, in the 
sweet, by and by." No Bighiug 
and parting will be there. 

At Fostoria we were met by 
Bro. Ezra Leedy and conveyed 
to his home near Weat Independ- 
ence, atjwhich place three ap- 
pointments were to be filled by 
us. We filled two. Storm bin- 
dering # our third meeting. In 
the church at West Independ- 
ence tbe spirit of Christian unity 
seems to prevail. Our prayer is 
that ii y influence whatever may 
ever mar their peace. Onr young 
iiiid .efficient brother Martin 
Shively presides here. With 
such a spirit of modesty as this 
young brother seems to possess, 
no church will ever be endanger- 
ed by youthful ambition. At 
this place we had the pleasure of 
visiting at the home of our es- 
teemed old Bro. John P. Eber- 
Bole. We were kindly treated 
not withstanding our church dif- 
ferences. Bro. Ebersole ia 83 
years old, but hale and hearty. 
Hid aged wife ia some weeks 
older than be. Barely if there 
be happiness in length of days 
tbie aged couple have reason to 
be thankful. Bro. Ebersole is an 
honored bishop with the Germau 
Baptist brethren. May his and 
his companions last days be their 
best. 

On Thursday morning Jan. 10, 
the roads being in a condition 
that a team could hardly travel, 
we were conveyed on foot to 
Fostoria, about six mi lea distance, 
by onr kind-hearted brethren 
Leedy and Hszen. If tbere be 
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any joke in this, it rests on these 
brethren. Our valise was heavily 
loaded, but all the fatigue we 
experienced on account of it, 
was to see these two brethren 
wiggle along under its load, but 
it was their own fault, they 
wouldn't permit the owner to 
bear hia own burdens, not even a 
few steps. Bro. llazen carried it 
clear into the depot. My thanka 
to these brethren are warm yet. 
On Friday morning we arrived 
at Sedalia, Miatouri, where 
we parted from our old brother 
S. A. Leedy, 'who went on to 
Nevada. We laid over seven 
and one halt hours, then took the 
*raiu for Centerview, whore we 
tarried over Sunday, tilling our 
regular monthly appointments. 
It it be any comfort to the breth- 
ren in Ohio, we wilfintorm them 
that we found the roads in 
Missouri about equal in mud to 
Ohio. Iu Kansas we found them 
somewhat better. 

Ou Monday, Jan. 14, we left 
Centerview and came to Adrian, 
and commenced meeting on 
Tuesday evening in a country 
school house. The attendance 
was all we could expect con- 
sidering the condition of the 
roads and the inclemency of the 
weather. Here we met for the 
first time, our Bro. W. G. Mc- 
Clintock ot Jasper Co., Missouri, 
aud he preached for ub on Sun- 
day. It was the third sermon 
we heard preached by a brethren 
preacher for about eight month*. 
Is it any wonder it we should 
grow dull. 

Yesterday, Jan. 21, we safely 
arrived at home. Found family 
well, tor which we feel thankful 
to the giver of al] good. 

W. J. II. Backan. 
Montana, Kane., Jan. 22, 1889, 


On the Life and Death of Elder 

Samuel C. Stump, of Fulls 
City, Neb. 


BT H. P. BKINKWOaTH, 

The writer became acquainted 
with Elder Stomp on the Wes- 
tern plains of Kansas, in the year 
1873, with Elder John Forney 
now of Abilene, Kan. He had 
jorneyed into the Homestead 
Country some 200 miles, A few 
members then lived scattered in 
Jewell Co., Kan., and Webster 
Co., Neb. A Love feast was to be 
held at Salem, in eaid Co., at the 
residence of James M, Baily. 
Journeying thither on the 
Barne couvoyanco with the Elder, 
we had an introduction which 
perbapa we uever will forget. 
Being a member of the Mission- 
ary Baptist church from England, 
aud still holding a valid certifi- 
cate in an unorganized country 
as regards churches, etc., we felt 
quite unwilling to accept ot any 
doctrine astaugbt and practiced 
by that church or body of peo- 
ple, tirl thorough investigation 
should prove he occupied safer 
gronnds. Tbe communion over, 
I felt a little afraid to meet the 
Elder on hie own ground and 
evaded him. I was pleased on 
Sunday morning to bear him 
speak on the 'Trine action in 
Baptism.' He sought me out 
and asked, what have yon to say? 
Reluctantly I replied : your prac- 


tice is all right, but one assertion 
I can't see as you preach — that 
all others(eingie immersionists) 
never 'received the gift of the 
Holy Ghost, etc. Bro. Forney 
and Stump having made all 
things plain, I went with the 
Elder to his farm to harvest, a 
crop ot grain and learn more of 
this queer sect who said tbey had 
no creed, 'nothing but the Bible. 
This struck me as an important 
factor to wrench the foundation 
of and proselyte the holderon to 
any systematized faith in arti- 
cles separate and apartfrom (he 
Bible- Many were our discuss- 
ions and many onr desires to he- 
lieve as each other, but the in 
domltable will of the one aud 
obstinacy of the other found van- 
tage ground enough that the at- 
taot waa oiteu renewed and 
neither knew enough to give iu to 
the other. Finally the Elder 
prevailed and led mein the water 
to be baptized by the trine 
Baptism. Bro. Joseph H. Myers 
being the only member present, 
in Aug. 1874. Since that 
time we labored together in the 
ministry and olteu were his argu- 
ments convincing and converting 
as many can testify, 

His power was of auch a nature 
that although some became of- 
fended at bis speech they could 
not resist, but would come and 
hear him preach the acceptable 
richeeofGod'sgrace. Fearleaaon- 
corapromieiog, he taught, be prac- 
ticed, he labored both in body and 
soul for tbe welfare of Zion, aud 
all at bis own expense, to the 
shame, nevertheless, of those to 
whom he preached, as the labor- 
er is worthy ot his hire ; and who 
goetb a warfare any time at his 
own charges? This scripture I 
never heard him preach on but 
occasionally he afterwards took 
some help at the risk of a trial 
before his brethren. When he 
was expelled from bis choice of 
churches, he was already in the 
one he was thrown from, (scrip- 
tural ly speaking) for he aaid, we 
have no creed but the New Tes- 
tament. 

Now dear readers this should 
be tbe standard. It is enough, 
and aa I held that Bible aloft in 
the National Council at Dayton, 
Ohio, the last time I met Bro. 
Stump, he was the first man to 
come across the benches to where 
I was and thank me for that dec- 
laration. I always opposed Min- 
utes and when called for at Com- 
mon Council meetings, I invari- 
ably decide the New Testament 
is mine and that alone and it is 
surprising how quickly often- 
times tbe opposite becomes a 
silent factor in that assembly. 

Truly we are passing away one 
by one. Let us all seek to know 
nothing but Christ and Him 
crucified, and those who preach, 
emulate our beloved Elder for I 
feel assured he gaiued more than 
we have lost iu that bright homo 
beyond this vale of tears. 


"My Church." 
Jesus said "I will build my 
church." He haa promised to 
complete the structure. It ia so 
strange to bear Christians talk 
of failure. Shall the church be 
left half finished for man and 


devils to point their mocking 
tiugers at Christ, aud cry "Ha ! 
ha ! ha ! He began to build, but 
was notable to finish." Away 
with the God, dishonoring 
thought! He undertook- the 
work ot redemption, and though 
it Istl him from the cola manger 
to the bloody cross, be never 
rested till the triumphant cry "It 
is finished," rang through the 
universe. Aud shall he who 
finished creation, aud finished 
ii-duiiij.tn.ii fail in his work of 
grace. Men act so foolishly. 
We see some poor weak, leitn- 
less mortal becoming very anx- 
ious about tbe church. Som# 
self- appointed would be leader 
will become very anxious. The 
themes and subjects ot the ser- 
mons does not suit him. Tbe 
church paper is not what he 
would waul it. He wauts all the 
machinery ot tbe church to work 
lu suit him.. He commands and 
etimplaius and frets as if the 
whole structure were going to 
the dogs. He writes aud talks 
as it some great disaster would 
overtake the church unleas Lis 
advice is taken. More doctrinal 
preaching says he, the converts 
are uot indoctrinated. We most 
feed the people ou doctrine. 
And bo the poor soul forgets 
that the Lord is at tho wheel. 
Many of ua are" more tearlul lest 
one single part ot an ancient 
ritual or practice should be 
omitted, thau that charity and 
toleration should be upheld aud 
developed. It there is tbe slight- 
est deviation trom the old prac- 
tice ot the church, the alarm is 
sounded and many are the dole- 
ful propheci.ee made. Come 
Christians, let us remember 
Jesus has much to do with the 
building ot the church. How 
heartily we ought to thank God 
that the prosperity of the church 
does not all depeud upon man. 
it it did, it would have been a 
miserable failure loujj ago. Let 
us not forget the development of 
the great principles of charity 
and honesty in our anxiety about 
the telling of tbe mint, anise 
aud cumin. We can learn many 
useful lessons by noticing bow 
tbe disciples and phansees be- 
came over anxious about the 
minor matters aud allowed the 
weightier mattots of the law to 
pass by unheeded. 

Tbe continual p reach i »g of 
certain forms, eveu it they are 
gospel forma will make us good 
and solid Baptists or 1'resbyter- 
iauB or Dunkards, but let us go 
beyond and reach out for the 
great principles that make us 
Christians. When the great 
stress is made upou the holding 
of certain views, and every ef- 
fort is made to make us exactly 
one iu practice then more time, 
labor aud money is used up to 
'accomplish this than iu leading 
the aoul into tbe glorious pasture 
holds of blessings where the spir- 
it holds communion with God. 
Let all- our efforts be centralized 
iu developing hope, joy and love 
in the soul. Tbe ordinances are 
merely means of grace to help 
us nearer to God. It is not the 
mere exact performance of these 
ordinances in accordance with 
the views of a few leaders that 
helps us • heavenward. It is 
what the soul drinks in and en- 
ables the Christian to live and 
act better toward God and mail. 
The church does not depend on 
our taking the advice and fol- 
lowing the teachings ot those 
who would te our leaders. Let 
us follow J esuB and him aloue, 
and all will he well. 

His promise is sure and stead- 
fast, eveu if our denominations 
go into ruin and obscurity. 
The promise of the Lord is that 
"the gates of hell shall not pre- 
vail against it." 

Edward Mason, 


